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1 Tim, III. 7. 
Morenver he muſt have a good Re- 


port of them «which are without, 
left he fall into Reproach and the 


Snare of the Devil. 
HE Apoſtle St. Pau! having in the five 


12 


ing Verſes enumerated diſtinctly 
the ſeveral Virtues which were requiſite 
to qualify a Man for the Office of a Biſhop, 
concludes at length the whole Character with 
the Words of my Text; vis. Moreover he maſt 
have a good Report of thew which are without, 
As if he ſhould fay, a Biſhop muſt not only be 
Chaſt, 1 ce Vigilam, Haſpit able, Pati- 
eat, and d with all the Qualities and Vi ir- 
tues every good Chriſtian ought to be 


poſſeſa d 
of, and Which are in every ones Power to have, 
hut he muſt likewiſe, _ and above all _ 

| 12 dave, 
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have, what is not ſo entirely in his own Powers. 
| En a great meaſure if may be ſo, a good 
eport, a clear and unſullied Character from 
them. which are without. By them which are 
without, the Apoſtle undoubtedly means the 
unbelieving Jews and Gentiles. The Jews to 
whom the preaching of Chriſt crucified was a 
Stumbling-Block, and the Greeks who. reputed 
it Fooliſhneſs, would not fail, we may be ſure, 
to enquire very diligently and narrowly into the 
Lives and Converſations of the Men who propa- 
gated theſe new Doctrines, in order to make a 
Judgment from the Tenour of their former Acti- 
ons and Behaviour, whether they were ſincere 
in what they . Taught and profeſs'd to Believe, 
or had for ſome by Ends and Purpoſes a Deſign to 
impoſe . the reſt of the World. It was 
therefore highly neceſſary that the Perſons who 
were to preſide over the Church of Chriſt, and 
to whom the care of ſending Labourers into his 
Vineyard was committed, ſhould be Men of ex- 
emplary Sanctity, and unblameable Lives, 22 all 
Things ſbe wing themſelves Patterns of Good 
Works, that they that were of the contrary part 
might be aſhamed, having no evil Thing to 4 77 
them. And beſides this, it was judg'd requiſite 
by the Apoſtle, that they ſhould not onſy be 
ſuch of whom no evil Thing could be ſaid with 
Truth, but that they ſhould likewiſe be Men 
of Character and Eſteem even among the Un- 
believers and Gainſayers. He well knew that the 
attention of the Hearers was moſt commonly in 
proportion to. the Authority and good Reputatie 
| =- on 
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on of the Preacher, and that the ſame Argu- 
ments had more or leſs weight with the generali- 
ty of Mankind, as they came from Men of more 
or leſs Eſteem in the World. That it was there- 
fore oſ great importance to beſpeak in this man- 
ner the Reverence and Attention of the People 
in the infancy of Chriſtianity is very evident. 
We muſt not however look upon the Direct ions 
St. Paul here gives his beloved Son Timothy, as 
calculated for a particular Seaſon, and neceſſary 
only to be obſerv'd then, but we mult conſider 
em as. written for our eAdmonition alſo upox 
whom the ends of the World are come, For 
though by God's bleſſing and peculiar Providence 
we have the happineſs to have been born in the 
midſt of People who-profeſs the Chriſtian Faith, 
(in regard to our own Nation, we may add in 
its greateſt Purity ) though it be our Felicity to 
have Principalities and Powers on our fide, 
though the name of Jew and Gentile is but lit- 
tle known amongſt us, yet ſince there are ſo 
many who are willing and ready to revile the 
venerable Fathers of our Church, ſome, whoſe 
wicked Lives and Behaviour have brought em 
into a fatal and curſed neceſſity of decrying: all 
Religion, ſome out of unreaſonable prejudice 
againſt, and hatred to this ſacred Order, others 
out of obſtinate diſlike, to ſay no worſe, of the 
Perſons and Principles of not a few right worthy 
Prelates, we muſt with Sorrow confeſs that the 
oi Wodsy are ſtill but too numerous, and ac- 
knowledge the Apoſtle's Direction in my Text 
to be of everlaſting Force and — - 

all. 
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ſhall therefore on this ſolemn Occafion, endea- 
vour to ſhew the Neceſſity of a Biſhop's ha- 
ving a good report of them which are without, 
a this 1 ſhall do, by conſidering, as far as 
the Time will permit, the many ill Conſequene 
ces that may attend his not having this neceſ- 
fary Qualification, — Now every Man that lies 
under an ill Report, may, I think, properly be 
faid to be in one of theſe three Circumitances, 

Either he deſerves it by his preſent Life and 
Behaviour, | 

Or, 24ly, He may have given but too much 

Reaſon for it by his former A ions. 
Or, 3dly, (Which is indeed the hardeſt and 
moſt deplorable Caſe) he may ſuffer in his Re- 
putatlon without Cauſe, and may not by any 
former or preſent Behaviour have deferv'd the 
ill Report he lies under. 

I ſhall conſider diſt incl each of theſe Three 
Circumſtances, and endeavour to ſhew how 
far they may ſeverally be ſaid to render a Man 
unfit for this High and Sacred Office, 

Y _ —— — the ——_— Cir- 
cum noe, 158 Ver oper ro 

moted to a Poſt of 0 — Truſt and Eminence, 
4s What no Body I believe will venture to deny, 
None can be io blind, but muſt foreſee what 
Scandal it would be to the Chriſtian Name, 
har Offence to the Church of God, to have 
ſuch a Man preſide over any Branch of it. What 
a decay of Plety, what a dogeneracy in all the 
Duties of Morality, muſt we not expect, in a 


Place that ſnall be deflirure of that great In 
N citement 
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citement to, and Promoter of Virtue; a good 
Example, there eſpecially, where it ought to be 
in the moſt eminent manner, and where we 
may be ſure it will be moſt look'd for? How 
can we hope that a Man ſhould to any good 

rpoſe Teach another, that Teacheth not hi 
Je? Will not the Inclinations of Men 
by Nature prone to Evil, and glad of any Pre- 
tence to excuſe their going aſtray, plead againſt 
their Teacher, and (as they will be apt erro- 
neouſly to conclude) for themſelves, in the 
Words of the Apoſtle, Thou that preacheſt a 
Man fhould not Steal, doft thou Steal? Thou 
| Bhat ſayſt a Man ſhould not commit eAdultery, 

doſt thou commit eAdultery? Thou that abhor- 
reſt Idols, thou commit Sacrilege ? Thou that 
wakeft thy Boaſt of the Law, through breakin 
the Law diſhonoureſt thou God? That whic 
would be wholeſom and ſeaſonable Diſcipline 
when Miniſtred by another, will wear the Face 
of Cruelty and Tyranny when it comes from 
ſuch a Hand. And the ſtrongeſt Profeſhons of 
Zeal for the Church of Chriſt would without 
any great breach of Charity be regarded as no- 
thing elſe but Hipocriſy and Diſlmulation. 
many ill Conſequences, and fatal Effects 
in this Caſe are too vitible and evident to want 
any Illuftration from Hiſtory and Example. Was 
there any Occafion for ſuch a Proof, we need 
but turn our Eyes towards our Neighbouring 
Nations in Communion with the Church of 
Rome. What more probable Account can we 
give of that deviliſh Spirit of Atheiſm and Ir- 
. religion 
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religion which is obſerv'd by Travellers to reign 
in moſt Popiſh Countries, than that it is in a 
great Meaſure owing to the ſcandalous Lives 
and Behaviour of many of their principal Clergy, 
though there are numberleſs Fopperies in their 
Worſhip, and Abſurdities-in the Faith the 
would impoſe, which may not a little contri- 
bute towards it. It requires a more than or- 
dinary good Underſtanding, to aſſent entirely 
to the Truth of that Goſpel which is fo daily 
contradicted by the Practice of thoſe who teach 
it; and an uncommon degree of Virtue and In- 
regrity, to abſtain from thoſe Sins which they 
ſo frequently hear the great Prelates of their 
Church, Biſhops and Cardinals, nay, very of- 
ten their infallible Director himſelf, accus'd of; 
and for which they ſtand recorded in the Works 
of Satyrical Writers, and the Songs of Drunkards. 
I come now to the Second Circumſtance, I ſup- 
pos'd a Man might be in, who lay. under an ill 
Report; vis. His having given but too much 
Occaſion for it, by his former Life and Actions. 
It is not to be deny'd, but that there may be 
Examples produc'd of Illuſtrious Penitents, -who 
have done | and glorious Service to the 
Church of God; and Inſtances given, where 
one Sinner returning from the error of his ways, 
has been of greater Benefit to Mankind, in the 
great and important Concern of their Salvation, 
than Ninety and nine juſt Perſons that needed no 
Repentance. But if we conſider the difference 
of Times and Circumſtances, we ſhall find the 
Caſe is much alter'd now, from what it was in 


the 
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the earlier days of Chriſtianity, God forbid I: 
ſhould be thought to inſinuate, that the Arm 
of the Almighty is ſhortned, or that his Grace 
has loſt its efficacy through length of time. I 
have a good hope there may be, and do not 
—— but there are as ſincere and devout 

enitents now, as in the more remote Ages. 
But that it is a more difficult Task now for a 
Man to convince the World of his Sincerity, 
and conſequently, though he will reap the in- 
finite Advantage of it himſelf, yet that it will 
be in great danger of being loſt to the reſt of 
Mankind, will, I believe, be allow'd, when we 
ſhall have compar'd the Condition of primitive 
CR with the ſtate we now find it in. 
What mighty hardſhips. and difficulties the firſt 
Profeſſors of Chriſtianity had to ſtruggle with, 
i3 very well known ; when the whole World. 
was in a manner ſet againſt 'em, and all the, 
Powers thereof employ d ta their deſtruction. 
Let us then compute the viſible Gains of that 
Man who in thoſe days ſhould forſake the 
Vanities, Pleaſures, and Allurements of the 
World, to preach the Goſpel of Chriſt, We 
ſhall find the detail of his Acquiſitions to be 
little elſe but cruel Mockings and Scourgings, 
Bonds and Impriſonment, Poverty, Cold, Hun- 
ger, Thirſt, with other numberleſs Calamities, 
and moſt commonly to cloſe the whole Account 
an ignominious and cruel Death. What Profit 
was it. then to a Man to be diſtinguiſhed by 
the Illuſtrious Title of Biſhop, and to be ſet at 
the head of a diſtreſs'd and perſecuted Church? 

| B 
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What was it but to be expos'd in a more emi- 
nent manner to the Malice. of his Adverſaries,. 
and ftand a more conſpicuous Mark for the In- 
ſtruments of Deſtruction to aim at. This, as 
every Body knows was the condition of the Apo- 
ſtles, and their more immediate Succeſſors. 

And furely a Man muſt have a very untow- 
ard Judgment indeed, that could make an 
doubr of their Sincerity in what they Preach” 
When. they were known to exchange their 
Worldly Profit, Baſe and Pleaſure for n many 
viſible Dfadvantz and AMictio ue 
could be concluded but that they expect 
ſelves what they exhorted others to endeavour 


after, 4 etuard in Heaven * But, now 
* cioully pleas d to provide 
2 kerter Thi fer an, ſince his Provi- 

oy ue lon or did that the F s of our 
way 


enjoy Security but 
Plenty, that do not only be exempt: 
from the ha Fires the Bonds: and Ir 
fonments which ther Predeceſſors ſuffer'd, 
ſhould moreover be inveſted with great worldly 
Honour and Dignity, Envy and Ill-nature wi 
have but too much room to ſug eſt that a ; 
who has 'been blameable in ye? rt of 
his Life, if he deſires the Ofc of 75 „de. 
fred s goed Work, not ſo much for the per. 
ug of the Sainte, for the work of the Mi- 


„er the .edifying tbe Bad) of Chriſt. 
Wo, the enriching and aggrandizing himſelf, 
Malicious People (And I am un ufa it will never 


be O well with us as to look upon ſuch, as but 


a de- 
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a deſpicable number of Men) will not fl 5 
inſinuate that all the Sanctity and Gravity ſuch 
a Man appears with is nothing, elſe but an af- 
ſum'd Perſonage, a politick Character, and that 
his only end in Mzniſtring about Holy Th 5h 
is, that he may Live of Ide Sacrifice. Theſe 
reproaches, if they are unjuſt, and in charity 
we muſt think t oy 177 ans will not, I con- 
fefs injure him aga whom they are particu- 
larly level, but the Mi 18 Will fall where 
it is not deſign'd, upon Dioceſs, his Flock, 
who will not be attentive to the Voice of him 
' whom they are taught to lock upon, not a their 
ry "yt tas the Thief who cometh, not, but for 
and to KJ, and Deſtroy. Wicked 

and 251 Men are tod a by Magn 1e 155 
other People have beep, as deaf to th 1155 
alls and Invitations of of Goc y 

Kick, as they themſelyes have been, and enjoy 
an See ant 107 ſeles kind of comfort, 


4n &r MM than themſelv 
kad Ba Fe ths w e ufts 404 ( as i 


reſiſtible as they have A N They are 
afraid to be convinced onverfion of 


foolifhly think n- 
pai by 10 Belton 2 55 90 Ai 4 bad 10 10 
has een tormerly dene to inven. 


be hi 'S 
or be . 40 ves vr 18 5 Map Mem a gs 
cred Character, or a Wh Station, eh ogy 


or paß over in Sflence, rhe Fer F ”ilio 


him they fee ſo Pr: i 
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of Men, and Experience in the World a ve- 
ry different practice. When we ſee any Per- 
a diſtinguiſh'd by an eminent Poſt, we ma; 
with great aſſurance look fot a faithful Cata- 
log ue o all his Faults, (if it's not wanting any 
minutef Particular will give it that Character) 
We may be ſure we ſhall ſee expos'd to Pub- 
lick view every little Slip, every unwarrantable 
Action which he has been guilty,of in all his for- 
mer Life, and which e never been 
mention d or thought on, had he ſtill continued in 
a private Station. Thus we find it is daily, and thus 
will it always be whilſt there are Men in the 
World who Envy the Advancement of others, 
or are Enemies to thoſe who Advance 'em. Such 
a Misfortune muſt certainly be a great hin- 
drance to any Man in the executing his Office, 
and acquitting himſelf for the. Publick Benefit 
as he ouglit to do, and perliaps is deſirous of do- 
ing. And it is much more ſo in in the Caſe of 
a Biſhop or Ruler of the Church, in whom is 
requir'd a great ſeverity of Morals and the 
ſtricteſt Virtue, who is expected not only to 
have an abſolute command over, but very often, 
too unreaſonably, even to. be without the Paſſions 
which other Men lav. 
There is another great Miſchief. that may a- 
riſe from a Man's e e this Great 
and Holy Office, whoſe former Life and Beha- 


viour has been juſtly to be blam'd, though we 
ſhould ſuppoſe every Body actually convinced of 
his unfeigned Repentance and Amendment; I 
mean the ill effect it may have upon the Lives. 
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and Behaviour of others., Looſe and immoral Men, 
eſpecially the younger ſort, will be very glad to haye 
a Precedent ready at hand to quote for their Practice, 
and will be apt to think they make a ſufficient and full 
Anſwer to the Admonitions of their own Conſcience, 
or the Reproofs of their Friends, when they produce 
Inſtances of Perſons who have been known formerly 
to have been guilty of the ſame Crimes they are ac- 
cuſed of, and yet are now Men venerable for their 
great Piety, and live in much Eſteem and Honour. 
They will be inclinable to regard their own Faults, as 
the natural and unavoidable Sallies of Youth, which 
every Man has more or leſs; and which Age and ma- 
turer Counſel will wear off 1 and reſtore 
'em to the Favour of God and Man. How extremely 
diffcult and hazardous this kind of Reaſoning muſt 
make their eternal Salvation, is ſo plain, that every 
Body but themſelves cannot but ſee it. This ill Con- 
ſequence of a former wicked Life, is a Stain, which 
even Repentance it ſelf can not waſh away. And 
though we have reconciPd our ſelves to God by the 
moſt undiſſembled Contrition and Amendment, yet 
does our paſt Example ſtill in ſome ſort continue our 
. Guilt, and the more ſo, the more conſpicuouſly we are 
ſet above our Brethren; ſince we may expect that our 
former Failings will be recalled to the Memories of 
Men, in proportion to the preſent Figure we make 
in their Eyes. | | 

I come now in the Third and laſt Place, to conſider 
what I before obſervd to be the hardeſt and moſt de- 
plorable Circumſtance, viz. A Man's lying under an 
ill Report without any Reaſon given either by his for- 
mer or preſent Behaviour. And indeed it does appear, 
at firſt, very hard and unreaſonable that Merit ſhould 
be Neglected, or Goodneſs looſe it's Reward, becauſe 
they happen to be miſrepreſented by the malicious 
World. But there is a deference to be paid even to the 
wrong Opinion of Mankind, in Caſes where no =P 
| i 
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will be injured by it, and our not doing it might be of 
very great Diſadvantage. Such a one is the Caſe before 
us. A Biſhop is not ſet over the. Church of Chriſt 
merely for his own Profit or Advantage, but for the 
general Benefit and Good of the Chriſtian Community 
and if any Man be incapable of ſerving this End, 
though not through any fault of his, but only by Acci- 
dent, he cannot look upon himſelf as injur'd if he be de- 
ny'd the Office. And that a Man who lies under a ge- 
neral ill Report is incapable of being thus beneficial to 
Mankind, will appear if we conſider, that in regard 
to the Multitude, the caſe is muck the ſame whether 
he really deſerves it or no. As to himſelf, indeed it 
is, happily for him, very different. Burt it is the Peo- 
ples own Opinion of their Paſtor's Worth which muſt 
open their Ears to his Admonitions, and make em ſub- 
mit with Patience to his fatherly-Cenfſures and friendly 
' Diſcipline. Not but that a large Share of Worth is re- 
uiſite to beget this Good Opinion, and there muſt. be 
ſert in order to gain Favour, though Favour does not 
always follow Deſert. Thanks be to God it does not 
frequently happen that a Man lies under a general ill 
Report, who has not in ſome meaſure d it. But 
if it ſhould ſo fall out, that Perſon ſhould ſeem unqua- 
lify'd according to the Apoſtles Directions, for the Of- 
- fice of a Biſhop. When 1 ſay that a general ill Report 
unqualifies a Man for this ſacred Duty, I would not be 
_ underſtood to mean that it is abſolutely neceſſary that 
he ſhould have an univerſal Good Character without ex- 
. Ception. That is almoſt impoſſible for any Man to ar- 
rive at. There were not wanting Men who reproach'd 
even our Bleſſed Saviour himſelt, with being a Glutren 
aud a Wine-bibber, 6 Friend of Publicans and Simers. And 
is there any ſo Innocent or Holy amongſt us as to expect 
better Uſage than he who knew no Sin, found here on 
Earth? There will, I am afraid, be atways thoſe in the 
World, who. out of private Animofities, Perſonat diſ- 
Ike, ox Party Rage, will nat fervple to aſperſe even — 
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beſt of Men. We muſt not therefore take a Character 
of any one, from the Voice of a few ſuch Wretches 
as theſe, who 1 hope have not Credit enough to make 
their Opinion General. But if they ſhon their 
evil Arts fo far prevail upon the innocent and unde- 
ſigning part of Mankind, as to make em univerſally 
believe any thing highly ſcandalous of a worthy and 
good Man, what can we do, but lament the Iniquit 
of the Times that has made it n q for ich 
a one to be a Governour of the Church of Chriſt. He 
himſelf, if he be realty Good, and ſuch we are ſpeak- 
ing of, will reſign his Pretenſions, and remembri 
that a Biſhop in particular fhould not ſeek his own, 
but another's Wealth, will rather chooſe to continue in 
a private Station, than to be exalted to a Poſt of E- 
nence, where he is ſo unfortunately prevented be- 
ing ſo beneficial to the World, as one in that place 
„ wa 

t 1 have dwelt too long upon this Character of a 
Biſhop, which, bleſſed be we of this Age and Nation 
can reflect upon in no other View, but as it affords us 
Matter of great Joy and Comfort, to conſider that it is 
what our Princes have always had in their Eye from the 
beginning of the Reformation. Let the whole Cata- 
logue of our Biſhops ſince that happy Period be Sur- 
vey'd, and then it will appear what a multitude ſtand 

the brighteſt Examples of great Learning and 

found judgment, of Probity and Integrity, of Pru- 
dence and Temper, and in ſhort, of alt the Valuable 
Qualities which ſet them above the Reproaches and 
Cenſures of their Adyerſaries. Shall we Bluſm to ſet 

- theſe againſt the like number in any other Age, or any 
other Country? *Tis no breach of Modeſty, to fay we 
dare to do it. We dare even appeal to the Teſtimo- 
ny of our irreconcileable Enemies in the -Church-of 
Rome; Who have always given the Fathers of our 
Church a Good Report, ſo far at leaſt as their not be- 
ing able to fix a Bad Character upon em may — 
a 0, 


n 


.* 
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to. And the Silence of theſe Ad verſaries is certainly 
no inconſiderable Evidence of their Worth, ſince we 
| know by Experience, that they will not ſcruple to 
_— make uſe of any Means that Malice or Cruelty can ſug- 
A geſt, not only againſt the Principles, but Perſons of 
. Proteſtants. But their Attempts have been much oft- 
E ner againſt the Lives than the Reputations of our Pre- 
5 lates. They have all along charg'd 'em with Errours, 


= . as they falſely call 'em, in Doctrine, but very ſeldom 
_ with any in Life. We have always been, and are till, 
EL able to Defend the former with full and convincing 
8 | Arguments, and the latter hath always, and til] con- 
Y tinues to ſpeak Undeniably for its ſelf. -- We do there- 
(57 fore with grateful Hearts adore the Divine Providence, 
which has in a wonderful manner watch'd over this 
V 8 Church for Good, particularly in giving her Paſtors 
E. and Teachers duely qualify'd for their re 7 Mini- 
ſtries, and to carry on the great Deſigns of the Goſpel, 

Lc is her Happineſs and Glory to have many, very ma- 
ny, who are equal to the Higheſt Offices, of whom but 
few can be.calld to em: But the Choice has .hitherto 
fallen, and we truſt will always fall amangft em. And 
I have no apprehenſion that I ſhall be charg'd with flat- 
terry, when I ſay, that the preſent Bench of Biſhops is 
a Proof of it. His Majeſty has this Day given us an 
Inſtante, that he has not leſs regard to the Intereſt of 
= our Church, than the heſt ef his Predeceſſors have had 
3 n before him. And it calls for our unfeigned thanks to 
= Almighty God, who has diſpos'd the Heart of our moſt 
5 ' Gracious Sovereign, to make Choice of Men for this 
| Apoſtolical Function, not only of Blameleſs and Vir- 
tuous Lives, but of great Character and Reputation: 
And with theſe our Thanks let us offer p our earneſt 

Prayers to the Divine Majeſty, that he would ſtill con- 
Y tinue to direct the Royal Will to promote ſich to this 
| Sacred Miniſtry, as have with well doing, put to Silence th 
= Jgnorance of fooliſh Men. * | 


A t! 
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